
  MARCH  2021 TABLET 
Inside this issue: What you said… Photo competition winner…Stunning early Spring in 
Thursford…Follow the path – a local ramble…Recommended read…Census 
time…Message from Healthwatch Norfolk…Friends of St Andrews 100 Club…Services at St 
Andrews…Things to do and not to do! Contacts 

The February Tablet prompted quite a lot of feedback and here are your comments… 
 
Clarks Lane flooding…Tell me about it.  The solution is to reinstate the ponds in the field 
and put in new pipes down the Lane. For 30 odd years the village has lived with that mess 
and it makes me furious. 
 
The main road user should be responsible for re-instating the pipe, clearing the ditch and 
creating a pond on the field side of the ditch to allow for excess water runoff.  
 
It’s the big beet lorries going down the lane which have damaged it.  
 
The problems in Clarks Lane have never been addressed. They occur every year not just 
this year. Adding more houses with that issue (drainage) unresolved is not realistic. 
 
Loss of trees in the parish (The Green and Walsingham Road) …So sad to see further 
trees being lost in our community, especially after the loss of the Ash on Walsingham Road. 
Are there still no plans to replace them, and to replace the chestnut? Perhaps plant new 
trees and hedging, especially with our environment in such need of protection.  

Damage to Balls Lane… 

A significant amount of damage caused by two firms of sugar beet hauliers not adopting 
official diversions and instead using Balls Lane as a rat run.  The impact on the lane is 
obvious but people probably don’t realise that this event also caused, and is still causing, silt 
to enter the Rover Stiffkey. The Stiffkey is one of our few chalk streams. If you think it is 
worth getting someone from EA or NRT into the May Parish Council meeting to explain the 
risks of verge damage to the river. People have become conditioned to accepting this winter 
damage but frankly I don’t think we should accept the status quo. The MP also needs to be 
aware he has an issue on his patch. 
 
Affordable Housing…My view is that we don’t want any affordable housing, or any other 
large-scale development anywhere near Thursford – it’s quite obvious that we have a very 
high-water table and the village really can’t deal with any more drainage or road pressure.  
 
Cut off from receiving the Tablet! Openreach will have to do something to ensure that we 
won't be cut off again. We were off for 2 days.  
 
Eds Note - Public attending the Zoom Parish Council Meeting…There were 4 members of the public 
attending. My apologies the article stated four members – implying Parish Councillors. All councillors 
were in attendance. 



 

 
Photo which won our Pancake 
competition! (Congratulations to David 
Dalzell. David wins half a dozen freshly 
laid free range eggs. Perfect for pancakes) 
 
Pancake roll with vanilla custard and 
chocolate and avocado pudding. 
The avocado pudding was a simple blitz 
of: 
2 avocados, scooped out 
2 tblsp smooth peanut butter 
3 tblsp cocoa; 6 tbsp coconut milk 
6 prunes (or blueberries)  

 
Early Spring is captured  
 

 

Photo Grahame Eckworth 
Male goldcrest displaying his orange crest. 
The display is to attract the ladies! 
The smallest resident bird - what a spot!

 
 
 
 

  Bee investigating a crocus, picture supplied 

R
eflections in the Lane, photo from Gill Markwell 
 



Snowdrops in Parrs Wood 

When we are allowed to travel…follow this path near to home 
 

Lane leading through a ford near to Hunworth 
Common. 

 
This is a circular walk using one of the 
Stody Estate Permissive path networks.  
Most of the walk is along field tracks, and 
there is a short distance to walk along the 
Holt to Hunworth road. On the walk you 
will walk in meadows, by steams, along 
hillsides and through woods. The walk 
takes about two hours and you can verge 
park in Stody village beyond the church 
and near to the Hunworth turn. Walk 
towards Hunworth and turn left tracking 
along the old railway line to Beck Farm. 
You then go straight over and walk up 
beside a field and through a wood. Here I 
really felt I could have been in 
Northumberland! Continue along this track 
(there are many permissive path notices) 

and this will bring you out on the Holt to 
Hunworth Road (the only hazard of the 
walk). Walk south along this road in the 
direction of Hunworth and before you 
approach that infamous Hunworth Hill, 
turn right to walk beside Hunworth 
Common. A pedestrian bridge will take 
you over a stream and into the village. It is 
an opportunity to take a break sitting on 
Flossies bench! Turn right along the lane 
going passed a small wooden village hall 
– beautifully maintained it really looks as if 
it should be in a model village.  Turn left at 
the Hall (spot the amazing topiary in the 
grounds) and continue back towards 
Stody passing Hunworth Church and Vale 
House, and back to your car. 

Recommended read - We Are All Birds of Uganda by Hafsa Zayyan (Goodreads Author) 

1960s UGANDA. Hasan struggles to keep his family business afloat following the sudden 
death of his wife. As he begins to put his shattered life back together piece by piece, a new 
regime seizes power, and a wave of rising prejudice threatens to sweep away everything he 
has built.  
Contact your local Independent Bookshop – Holt Bookshop. Tel 01263 715858. They are 
happy to post books or to deliver them. sales@holtbookshop.co.uk Note that Holt Bookshop 



recently moved from Appleyard to Lion Court Yard (this is behind the Black Apollo Coffee 
shop in the High Street). 
Eds note – I picked this from BBC Radio 2 Book Club 

Census Time 

Your 2021 calendar may look a little sparse on the events front, but there’s a date in 
March that will be recorded in history. That’s because on 21st March, data collected 
from millions of people in England and Wales will form Census 2021. A census has 
been held every decade since 1801 except in 1941 because of the Second World 
War. A mini census was held in 1939 so that everyone could be issued with a 
National Identity Card. If you are doing any family research then the information 
contained in a census can reveal a great deal – not just the names, ages and 
addresses of everyone but also their occupations. The first thorough survey of 
England was in 1086 when William the Conqueror ordered a detailed list of land and 
property known as The Domesday Book. But since then, much has changed and this 
year there are new questions on the armed forces and gender identity and other 
questions such as how you heat your home. The census only takes about 10 minutes 
to complete and can be done at any time. For the first time, the onus is on getting 
people to fill it in online. Census 2021 is a digital-first census.  There are Census Support 
Centres around the country. Ours is Fakenham Library, Oak Street, Fakenham, NR21 9DY 
Telephone: 01603774777 Email: libraries@norfolk.gov.uk.  However, this only offers remote 
support by telephone. If you’re not confident online, or do not have a computer, smartphone 
or tablet then either Chris or Lance from Thursford Assist (TA) can help you to complete the 
form by telephone. Alternatively, you can ask for a paper version. Whatever way you do this 
you will need your household access code which you would have been sent earlier this 
month. If you have lost this then you can obtain the code by ringing the telephone number 
below or by going through the website.  Note that this line will be experiencing a high volume 
of calls and therefore best to telephone either end of their working day (8.00 a.m. or 8.00 
p.m.)  

There is also a census field operation, which follows up with people who have not yet 
completed their questionnaire and may need help. All contacts with the public will be socially 
distanced and the field staff will be equipped with PPE in line with government guidance. 
www.census.gov.up or call 0800 141 2021 

Healthwatch Norfolk 
Healthwatch Norfolk is working with the people in charge of cancer services in Norfolk and 
Suffolk to help shape the way appointments are accessed in the future, so it is vital that we 
get as much feedback as possible to get an authentic sense of patient opinion. 
  
If you have had a cancer diagnosis, referral or treatment since March 2020 please do 
respond. Whether you have had virtual appointments (by phone or video call, for example), 
in-person appointments, or a combination of both your experiences could help shape future 
provisions. If you would like to participate, please contact Healthwatch Norfolk by calling 
0808 1689669, or emailing enquiries@healthwatchnorfolk.co.uk. Alternatively, the survey 
can be completed online by visiting www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/cancerappointments/ 
 
Healthwatch Norfolk is an independent voice for patients and service users in our counties. 
We gather your views of health and social care services to ensure they are heard by the 
people in charge. For more information about what we do, visit our 
websites www.healthwatchnorfolk.co.uk and www.healthwatchsuffolk.co.uk.” 
  



 
St. Andrew's '100 Club' – The Annual Subscriptions for St. Andrew's Church '100 Club' are 
due next month and if you are a member you will receive a renewal letter shortly. If you don't 
already belong you are very welcome to join - one number only costs £12 a year and prizes 
are drawn each month in public. The first prize is £30, second £10 and third £7:50. 
 
If you are already a member you are, of course, welcome to buy extra numbers. Please 
contact Sylvia Yerby on 878823 or email stephen.yerby@btinternet.com. 
 
Cheques need to be made payable to Friends of St. Andrew's, Thursford or you can pay by 
BACS - Sort Code 20-30- 81 - Account Number 03847284 in the name of 'The Friends of St 
Andrew's, Thursford'. But please remember to drop your application form back to me at 
Wisteria Cottage, Heath Lane so that I can make sure you are in the draw! 
 
The '100 Club' raises about £500 towards the general upkeep and insurance of the church 
building which costs about £3500 a year (we are lucky that the Parish Council pays for half 
of the insurance bill). Thanks very much Sylvia Yerby 
 
Services at St. Andrews - Sunday 14th March, 11th April, 9th May, 13th June, 11th July, 8th 
August All welcome. Every Sunday the church will be open from 11.00 a.m. until 3.00 p.m. 
for private prayer and visitors. While COVID restrictions are in place please ensure that you 
wear a face mask in the church and keep to the social distancing rules. 

Things to do: 

Sunday 21st March – Census Day (those forms need to be completed on or before this date) 

Monday 22nd March 7.00 p.m. Thursford Parish Council Meeting.  Contact the Clerk if you 
would like to attend this Zoom meeting 

Wednesday 24th March Food Production Club Committee meeting. The Club is always 
looking for new Committee members and invites anyone interested to join their next Zoom 
meeting. After this meeting there will be a newsletter sent out to members. 

Saturday 24th July The Food Production Club Annual Show (the 80th year). Class 44 on the 
Show Schedule is a metre (at least) of bunting to celebrate the 80th anniversary of the 
Club. Bunting can be any size or shape. So, for a project in the final days of lock down 
consider making and entering in this class! 

What not to do…The Mayor of Blackburn has had to resign as he attended a wedding 
celebration at a private house which was raided by Police who fined him £200. And most 
of us have had no social visits for months! 

The Tablet is published by Thursford Parish Council. It is circulated electronically and also 
put on the village website www.thursford.org.uk. The Editor Di Dann didann@outlook.com 
thanks readers for their contributions. The next Tablet will be published in June, and then 
quarterly – pre pandemic days! For your views on the Exception Housing Scheme or any 
other parish matters contact the Parish Clerk Kerry Harris, Tel 01328 822583 
kerry_thursfordpc@yahoo.com Please remember if you need help at this challenging time 
Thursford Assist (TA) has been set up to temporarily support our residents in need. Whether 
it is occasional shopping, dog walking or collection of medicines given them a call!  Please 
telephone 01328 878476 or 07826067935 


